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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This document provides a framework for planning and implementing compensatory 

restoration actions as part of the Housatonic River Natural Resource Damage Assessment 

(NRDA) and Restoration process for Massachusetts.  It contains information concerning:  

• the Natural Resource Damages (NRD) regulatory framework and process; 

• the roles and organization of the Housatonic River Natural Resource Trustees 

(Trustee Council) and the Massachusetts SubCouncil (MA SubCouncil);  

• site-specific natural resource injury and damages, and;  

• a description of the MA SubCouncil restoration planning strategy for 

Massachusetts.   

 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq., and the Clean Water Act (CWA), 33 

U.S.C. 1251-1376, provide a mechanism for state and federal governments to address 

NRD.  These acts provide that Natural Resource Trustees may assess damages to natural 

resources resulting from a discharge of oil or a release of a hazardous substance covered 

under CERCLA or the CWA, and may seek to recover those damages.   Pursuant to 

CERCLA, NRDA regulations have been promulgated by the Department of the Interior 

(43 CFR Part 11) to supplement the procedures established under the National Oil and 

Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP), 40 CFR 300, by providing a 

procedure for determining compensation for injuries to natural resources that have not 

been nor are expected to be addressed by response actions conducted pursuant to 

the NCP. 

 

The Trustee Council for the General Electric Company (GE)-Housatonic River case 

consists of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental 

Affairs (EOEA), the State of Connecticut, the U.S. Department of the Interior [via the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)], and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA).    

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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1.1 Site Background 
 

GE owns and operates a 254-acre facility in Pittsfield, Massachusetts where 

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were used in the manufacture of electrical transformers 

from the late 1930s to the late 1970s (Roy F. Weston 1998).  During this time period, 

PCBs and other substances at the GE facility were released to the Housatonic River and 

Silver Lake in Pittsfield.  In addition, a number of former oxbows along the Housatonic 

River that were filled when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers straightened the Pittsfield 

reach of the Housatonic River to alleviate flooding were found to contain 

PCB-contaminated soils and fill.  The Housatonic River stretches approximately 120 

miles through western Massachusetts and Connecticut to Long Island Sound.  The full 

extent of PCB contamination in the river, floodplain, and adjacent properties, and the 

risks to humans and ecological receptors is currently under investigation by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).   

 

As a result of the presence of PCBs, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

(MADPH) and the State of Connecticut issued fish consumption advisories for the 

Housatonic River in 1982 and 1977, respectively (USEPA 2004).  The Massachusetts 

advisory was later amended to include frogs and turtles.  The MADPH also issued a 

waterfowl consumption advisory in 1999 after receiving tissue analyses results conducted 

on mallard ducks (Anas platyrhynchos) and wood ducks (Aix sponsa) collected from 

Woods Pond (the first impoundment of the Housatonic River downstream of the GE 

facility) and upstream backwaters.   

 

On October 7, 1999, the USEPA; the U.S. Department of Justice; the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP), the EOEA; the State 

of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection and Office of the Attorney 

General; the U.S. Department of the Interior; the NOAA; the City of Pittsfield; the 

Pittsfield Economic Development Authority (PEDA); and GE reached a comprehensive 

agreement concerning the cleanup of GE’s Pittsfield facility, certain off-site properties, 

and the Housatonic River, and concerning compensation for NRD.  The details of the 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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comprehensive agreement are contained in a Consent Decree (CD) 

(http://www.epa.gov/region01/ge/cleanupagreement.html) that was lodged on October 7, 

1999, with the U.S. District Court of Massachusetts, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

 

Major components of the CD pertinent to restoration actions include the processes that 

will be used to 1) clean up and enhance contaminated areas (hereafter referred to as 

“primary restoration”), and 2) to implement NRD related restoration projects in the 

Housatonic River watershed, which will compensate for injuries that occurred to natural 

resources (hereafter referred to as “compensatory restoration”).  Primary restoration 

activities will be administered by the USEPA and MADEP with oversight by the Trustee 

Council, while compensatory restoration will be administered by the Trustee Council.  

Descriptions of the different areas that are subject to primary restoration can be found at:  

http://www.epa.gov/region01/ge/cleanupagreement.html.   

 

Primary restoration and enhancement activities to be performed in connection with 

cleanup activities include: 

(a) River and riparian habitat enhancement in the first Upper ½ Mile Reach following 

the removal of contaminated sediments and soil by GE. 

(b) Cost sharing by GE for river and riparian habitat enhancement in the next 

1½ Mile Reach following the removal of contaminated sediments and soil by the 

USEPA. 

(c) Recreation and habitat enhancements at Silver Lake following the implementation 

of the remedial action. 

(d) Habitat enhancement in and adjacent to Unkamet Brook following remediation. 

(e) Stormwater drainage enhancement and creation of a well-vegetated riparian 

buffer on the East Street property. 

(f) Creation of native grassland communities in the former Newell Street Parking 

Lot, Lyman Street parking lot, and Hill 78 Consolidation Area. 

(g) Creation of 12 acres of riparian forested floodplain and wetland habitat in the 

Housatonic River watershed. 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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(h) Protection of 10 acres of wetland through a conservation easement on the 

Unkamet Brook site. 

(i) Use of a $600,000.00 payment from GE for wetlands mitigation. 

 

In addition to the primary restoration, GE provided $15.5 million in NRD to the Trustee 

Council.  By mutual agreement of the Trustee Council, $7.75 million, plus earned 

interest, have been allocated to restoration in each of the geographic regions of 

Massachusetts and Connecticut.  These monies will be used to restore, rehabilitate, 

replace, or acquire equivalent resources as those injured in accordance with CERCLA 

NRDA Regulations (43 CFR Part 11, Subpart E, Section 11.91 and 11.93).  Another 

$235,000 were set aside for joint restoration projects between Massachusetts and 

Connecticut, and up to $4 million may be available from the PEDA1. This Restoration 

Planning Strategy document will provide the framework for spending the Massachusetts 

portion of the damages.  A similar process is underway in Connecticut 

(http://projects.pirnie.com/projectsites/HousatonicRiver). 

 

Additional compensatory restoration activities outlined in the CD requiring Trustee 

Council involvement include assessing the integrity of the Woods Pond and Rising Pond 

dams and implementing any measures necessary to ensure dam integrity; and 

coordinating with GE and USEPA in the design, implementation, and maintenance plans 

for actions (a) through (g) listed above. 

 

2.0 NRDA REGULATORY FRAMEWORK AND PROCESS 

 
CERCLA authorizes states, federally recognized tribes, and certain federal agencies to 

act as trustees on behalf of the public.  The trustees can bring claims against responsible 

parties for damages in order to restore, replace, or acquire natural resources equivalent to 

those harmed by the release of  

                                                 
1 As described in paragraph 124 of the CD, PEDA shall pay to the Trustee Council a total of $4M 
consisting of in-kind services and/or a percentage of net revenues. 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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hazardous substances.  Natural resources are broadly defined as including land, fish, 

wildlife, other biota, air, water, ground water, drinking water supplies, and other such 

resources belonging to, managed by, held in trust by, appertaining to, or otherwise 

controlled by the United States, any State or local government, any foreign government, 

or any Indian tribe.   

 

Trustees have been given responsibility for recovering damages to allow the restoration 

of injured natural resources, which will occur through the application of NRD monies to 

implement compensatory restoration projects.  Compensatory restoration will be 

accomplished by developing and implementing processes for:  1) identifying and 

evaluating a range of potential restoration alternatives; and 2) ensuring public 

participation in the development and implementation of restoration plans. 

 

2.1 Natural Resource Trustees 
 

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) among the Department of the Interior, NOAA, 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and State of Connecticut was executed in January 

2002 to ensure the coordinated handling of activities relating to cleanup, remediation, and 

restoration activities in the Housatonic River environment (Appendix 1).  The MOA 

provides a framework for intergovernmental coordination among the Trustee Council and 

for implementation of their responsibilities as Natural Resource Trustees under 

CERCLA, and other applicable federal, state, and common laws.   

 

As described in the MOA, Federal and State Natural Resource Trustees form a Trustee 

Council having four voting members.  Federal Trustees include representatives from the 

U.S. Department of the Interior via the USFWS, and Department of Commerce via 

NOAA.  State Trustees include representatives from the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts EOEA and the State of Connecticut.  State Trustees act on behalf of the 

public for natural resources within each State’s boundaries.  Contact information for the 

Trustee Council is in Appendix 2. 

 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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2.2 Trustee SubCouncil for the Geographic Region of Massachusetts 
 
The MOA provides an opportunity for the Trustee Council to establish SubCouncils for 

Massachusetts and Connecticut.  As described in the MOA, each SubCouncil was to have 

three voting members (the state-specific Trustee and the two Federal Trustees) and may 

also have non-voting, Ex Officio delegates to be designated by unanimous agreement of 

each SubCouncil’s voting members.  In addition, the USEPA and MADEP may 

participate as non-voting advisors.   

 

The MA SubCouncil currently includes only one Federal Trustee and one State Trustee 

(Appendix 2), following NOAA’s withdrawal from its role in the MA SubCouncil 

pursuant to an October 2004 resolution to the MOA.  The MA SubCouncil also has two 

Ex Officio members and one non-voting advisor.  Upon reaching unanimous agreement 

of its voting members, the MA SubCouncil is responsible for authorizing the expenditure 

of NRD monies allocated to Massachusetts. 

 

2.3 Site-specific Natural Resource Damage and Injury Determination  
 

CERCLA mandates that NRD monies be used to restore, replace, or acquire the 

equivalent of injured or lost natural resources.  Two reports were prepared detailing the 

Housatonic River natural resource injuries and damages (Industrial Economics, Inc. 

1997, Industrial Economics, Inc. 1998).  These reports evaluated categories of natural 

resource damages including those associated with ecological injuries, recreational use 

impacts, and passive use values.  Ecological injuries were deemed to have occurred in 

each of the 14 river segments between Pittsfield, Massachusetts and the downstream 

terminus of the Housatonic River at Long Island Sound in Connecticut.  Habitat 

equivalency analysis modeling was used to establish preliminary estimates of ecological 

damages.  Economic valuation techniques were used to estimate the recreational damages 

associated with lost or diminished recreational fishing and boating activities and 

diminution of passive use values (Industrial Economics, Inc. 1997).   

 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 



DRAFT - Housatonic River Restoration Planning Strategy Page 7 
 

As part of these efforts, a broad range of potential restoration projects were also 

identified and described (Industrial Economics, Inc. 1997).  This preliminary list of 

potential restoration projects was developed for purposes of case settlement, and included 

resource-based restoration, which is the acquisition of key habitats and sensitive 

environments in the Housatonic River watershed, the enhancement of river and riparian 

habitat, and the enhancement of fish habitat and/or fish stocks.  Also included were 

access-based projects, such as constructing riverbank trails, upgrading existing river 

facilities, and/or providing additional access to the river.  Maintenance-based projects 

were also identified as potential restoration projects.  Examples of these include the 

establishment of a river steward program, establishment of an operation and maintenance 

program for acquired lands, and/or the enhancement of the Connecticut fisheries 

management program2.   

 

Categories of injured resources and the potential restoration projects that could address 

those injuries are varied and wide-ranging.  Examples of potential restoration projects 

include wetland restoration, recreational area enhancement or creation, water quality 

improvement, wildlife habitat enhancement, endangered species management, 

environmental education program development, and land acquisition.  This list is not 

comprehensive. 

 

3.0 RESTORATION PLANNING STRATEGY 
 

CERCLA requires that funds recovered as part of a NRD claim be retained by the Trustee 

Council to restore, replace, or acquire the equivalent of injured or lost natural resources.  

Before these funds can be used, however, a Restoration Plan for their use must be 

developed and adopted by the Trustee Council through a process incorporating public 

notice, public meetings, and the consideration of public comments.   

 

                                                 
2 This list of examples does NOT form the basis of the Trustee Council’s decision on Restoration Plan 
projects, but is provided for exemplary purposes. 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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This Restoration Planning Strategy puts forth a process that helps meet the Trustee 

Council’s obligations for the development of a Restoration Plan, as described in 

CERCLA and the MOA.  A Restoration Plan will be implemented following its review 

by the public and upon its approval by the Trustee Council.  Steps that need to occur as 

part of this process include: 

1. Develop and Finalize the Restoration Planning Strategy; 

2. Develop and Finalize Restoration Project Evaluation Criteria; 

3. Identify, propose, and review potential projects; 

4. Prepare a Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment (RP/EA); 

5. Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)3 ; 

6. Implement Restoration, and; 

7. Monitor Restoration Actions. 

 
This draft Restoration Planning Strategy document provides the framework for 

restoration planning in Massachusetts and will be subject to review by the MA 

SubCouncil and the public to ensure that Trustee Council obligations described in 

CERCLA and the MOA are addressed.  The final Restoration Planning Strategy 

document will be developed and made available to the public following the review of 

comments on the draft document.  Electronic copies of the document will be made 

available on the project website, and hard copies will be available at specific libraries 

within the Housatonic River watershed in Massachusetts. 

 

The MA SubCouncil anticipates that multiple projects in different parts of the Housatonic 

River watershed in Massachusetts will be funded and implemented over a several year 

period as part of the Restoration Plan.  This temporally-phased approach to the 

implementation of restoration projects will allow time for management of a variety of 

projects, and will take into account the expectation that some projects will be easier to 

evaluate and approve than others.   

                                                 
3 If required for NEPA compliance. 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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During restoration planning and the implementation process, the MA SubCouncil will 

also track the USEPA clean-up process to avoid potentially compromising the 

effectiveness of a restoration action.  For example, enhancing an area of river bank 

habitat adjacent to a section of river to be remediated may be compromised if, after 

restoration, remediation activities require the use of the restored area as a point of access 

for heavy equipment.  The Trustee Council may hold some NRD funds in reserve until 

clean-up decisions on the Rest-of-River are complete, which would be consistent with the 

temporally-phased approached presented in this document. 

 

The MA SubCouncil may also seek to identify additional sources of funding (e.g., grants 

and partnerships) for restoration opportunities to supplement NRD monies.  The 

combination of additional funding with the previously allocated NRD monies will 

thereby provide for the funding of larger and/or more beneficial restoration projects.  

Similarly, coordinating restoration activities with other groups performing comparable 

projects in the Housatonic watershed may provide for the implementation of larger and/or 

more beneficial restoration projects.  Opportunities to leverage dollars or man-power to 

accomplish more restoration work with the same amount of money will investigated by 

the MA SubCouncil.  

 

3.1 Public Participation 
 

Public participation is a required and important component of the restoration planning 

strategy.  To ensure robust public participation during the restoration process, a plan for 

public involvement may be developed and implemented.  Initial opportunities for public 

participation will use several different mechanisms including:  

• A MA SubCouncil website 

(http://www.mahousatonicrestoration.org/HousatonicRestoration.php) has been 

established to assist the dissemination of draft documents for public review and 

comment, posting of final documents, notices, and agendas for public meetings, 

listing of contact information for MA SubCouncil members, posting of a project 

schedule, and providing links to other pertinent sites (e.g., the USEPA Housatonic 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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River site, http://www.epa.gov/region1/ge/).  This MA SubCouncil web site will 

be updated monthly. 

• Another mechanism for public outreach will include the preparation and issuance 

of public reports and/or fact sheets regarding the work of the MA SubCouncil.   

• The MA SubCouncil will hold regular public meetings at which the public is 

invited to participate.  As these meetings are scheduled, their times and locations 

will be posted on the website.  These meeting dates will also be advertised in local 

newspapers and radio stations (Appendix 3). 

 
The purpose of the public participation process is to provide ongoing access to the 

MA SubCouncil and their work as part of the planning process.  Documents developed 

during the planning process will be available to the public in draft form, and public 

comments on the draft documents will then be solicited and considered during the 

development of the final version of each document.  Public meetings will also be used to 

provide a forum for soliciting comments on documents and proposed actions.  Notices for 

all meetings will be posted on the MA SubCouncil website and in local newspapers.  

 

3.2 Restoration Project Evaluation Criteria 
 
The MA SubCouncil will consider restoration projects in the Massachusetts portion of the 

Housatonic River watershed and fund those deemed to have the greatest benefit to the 

public and the injured natural resources..  Processes and specific criteria for the 

development and evaluation of candidate restoration projects meeting the requirements 

contained in CERCLA, the CD, and the MOA will be developed.  The conceptual process 

for selecting candidate restoration projects is outlined below.  The details of the process 

will be developed moving forward to provide opportunities for public participation. 

 

As a first step, the MA SubCouncil will consider how to best utilize work that has been 

performed by existing groups that have already engaged the citizens of Berkshire County 

by soliciting ideas for restoration projects within the Housatonic River watershed in 

Massachusetts.  An important aspect of this work will be that the MA SubCouncil 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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ensures that all members of the public have an opportunity to present their ideas for 

restoration.  This will be accomplished by implementing a public participation process as 

described above. 

 

The MA SubCouncil will solicit ideas for restoration projects from interested parties 

(e.g., federal, state, and local governments; non-governmental organizations; recreation 

organizations; local businesses; and the general public) through a written proposal 

submission process.  It is anticipated that proposals will be categorized as deemed useful 

by the MA SubCouncil in the review process.  Within each category, proposals will be 

evaluated, and appropriate, feasible projects will be selected for implementation. 

 

The MA SubCouncil envisions using a three-tiered evaluation of proposals for each 

injury category.  The first tier will screen out proposals that are inconsistent with the 

Federal regulations or other applicable federal, state, or local laws and other regulations 

(i.e., eligibility criteria).  It is important to note that a project’s consistency with these 

criteria does not guarantee that it will be funded, but merely establishes that the MA 

SubCouncil may consider the project for possible funding.  Conversely, rejection of a 

proposed project based on these criteria means that the MA SubCouncil would not use 

NRD funds for that project, even though the proposed project may yield a restoration 

benefit to an injured natural resource. 

 

The second tier of proposal evaluations will provide a means of quantifying the merits of 

the proposals based on “Evaluation Criteria.”  Such criteria will likely consist of a set of 

scores or ranks.  Using this system, the MA SubCouncil will be able to focus on those 

projects that would provide the greatest benefits to the public and the injured natural 

resources. 

 
The third tier of proposal evaluations involves evaluations performed to fulfill the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and similar requirements with respect to 

evaluating the potential environmental and societal impacts from the activities proposed 

in the projects.  It should be noted that some projects might be grouped together to form 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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additional Proposed Alternatives if a combination of projects would better fulfill the 

needed level of restoration.  Considering the results of the NEPA compliance evaluation, 

the MA SubCouncil will ultimately decide which Proposed Alternative(s) is to be 

implemented.  The chosen project(s) will be termed the “Preferred Alternative(s).” 

 
As part of the restoration planning process, the MA SubCouncil will seek public input 

from the development of the Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria to the selection of 

Preferred Alternatives.  Solicitation of input will occur through a variety of media, 

including newspapers, public meetings, web pages, and radio announcements, and 

possibly the Federal Register.   

 

3.3 NEPA Compliance   
 

NEPA was enacted in 1969 in part to ensure that Federal Agencies consider 

environmental factors along with technical and economic factors in their decision-making 

process.  NEPA does not regulate the type of decisions that Agencies make but regulates 

the procedures used for making those decisions.  Two objectives of NEPA are that before 

decisions are made and actions are taken, Federal Agencies (i.e., USFWS in the case of 

the MA SubCouncil) must have available and fully-considered, detailed information 

regarding potential environmental effects; and Agencies must make this information 

available to other agencies, organizations, and citizens.  To ensure that the MA 

SubCouncil meets the requirements of NEPA related to restoration planning and 

implementation, the MA SubCouncil will integrate NEPA requirements into the 

restoration planning process; involve the public and consider environmental effects of 

each proposed action throughout the entire process; document the restoration planning 

process appropriately; and use an interdisciplinary approach during the process.  

 

A RP/EA document will be prepared to assist in meeting NEPA requirements and to 

provide a mechanism for disseminating restoration alternatives to the public, local, state 

and federal agencies, and organizations.  The draft RP/EA will summarize the process 

used to solicit candidate restoration sites and will also present preferred restoration 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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alternatives, including the rationale for the selected alternatives, and will undergo a 

public review process.  Public participation during development of the RP/EA will 

include preparing and publishing a Notice of Intent, coordinating a public comment 

period, including a public scoping meeting, and compiling and responding to public 

comments.  If following the review of the RP/EA a Finding of No Significant Impact 

(FONSI) is issued, no additional NEPA compliance documentation is necessary on the 

Restoration Plan.   

 

If a FONSI cannot be reached on the RP/EA, then an EIS will be prepared and published 

according to NEPA guidelines.  An EIS evaluates potential impacts of proposed 

alternatives in greater detail than an EA.  The RP/EIS will also undergo a public review 

that will include a hearing.  When comments have been received and addressed on the 

draft RP/EIS, a final RP/EIS will be published.  The MA SubCouncil will then need to 

approve the final RP/EIS, which will contain the preferred restoration alternative(s). 

 

3.4 Coordination with Cleanup Activities 
 

An important aspect of compensatory restoration is that work will be closely coordinated 

with ongoing and future primary restoration actions (i.e., cleanup actions) to avoid 

potential cross-contamination of any restored sites downstream and to provide synergism 

among restoration activities to maximize ecological and public benefits.  Coordination 

will occur by monitoring the status of ongoing cleanup actions through contact with the 

USEPA project manager.  

 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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1. Memorandum of Agreement Among The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, The State of Connecticut Department 

of Environmental Protection, The United States Department of the Interior, and 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Concerning Natural 

Resource Damages in the Matter of United States, et al. v. General Electric 

Company, Civil Action Nos. 99-30225-MAP; 99-30226-MAP; and 99-30227-

MAP. 

2. Contact Information for Trustees and Project Personnel.  

3. Public Outreach – Newspapers and radio stations used for public announcements. 
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CD   Consent Decree 

CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act of 1980 

CWA   Clean Water Act 

EA   Environmental Assessment 

EIS   Environmental Impact Statement 

EOEA Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of 

Environmental Affairs 

FONSI   Finding of No Significant Impact 

GE   General Electric Company 

MA SubCouncil Massachusetts SubCouncil 

MADEP Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection 

MADPH  Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

MOA   Memorandum of Agreement 

NCP National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency 

Plan 

NEPA   National Environmental Policy Act 

NOAA   National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

NRD   Natural Resource Damages 

NRDA   Housatonic River Natural Resource Damage Assessment 

PCBs   polychlorinated biphenyls 

PEDA   Pittsfield Economic Development Authority 

RP   Restoration Plan 

RP/EA   Restoration Plan/Environmental Assessment 

RP/EIS  Restoration Plan/Environmental Impact Statement 

Trustee Council Housatonic River Natural Resource Trustees 

USEPA  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

USFWS  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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MAP; and 99-30227-MAP. 
 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 









DRAFT - Housatonic River Restoration Planning Strategy  

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 
Contact Information for Trustees and Project Personnel 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 



DRAFT - Housatonic River Restoration Planning Strategy 
Appendix 2  
 
NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEES 
 

Ellen Roy Herzfelder 
Secretary, Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge, 9th floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

 

Jane Stahl 
Acting Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 
79 Elm Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106-5127 

 

Marvin Moriarty 
Regional Director, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Northeast Region 
300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, Massachusetts 01035-9589 

 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
14th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW 
Room 6217 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

 
 
TRUSTEE SUBCOUNCIL FOR MASSACHUSETTS 
 

I.  Voting members: 
 

Veronica Varela 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New England Field Office 
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
Phone: (603) 223-2541 ext. 16 
Fax: (603) 223-0104 
E-mail:Veronica_Varela@fws.gov

 

Dale Young 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114-2524 
Phone: (617) 626-1134 
Fax: (617) 626-1181 
E-mail:Dale.Young@state.ma.us

 
II.  Non-voting Ex-officio Members: 
 

Rachel Fletcher (Ex Officio) 
Housatonic River Restoration 
P.O. Box 472 
Great Barrington, Massachusetts 01230 
Phone: (413) 528-3391 
E-mail:rfletch@bcn.net
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Tim Gray (Ex Officio) 

Housatonic River Initiative 
Box 321  
Lenoxdale, Massachusetts 01242 
Phone: (413) 243-3353 
E-mail:timgray@berkshire.net

 

Dean Tagliaferro (non-voting advisor) 
United States Environmental Protection Agency-Region 1 
10 Lyman Street 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 
Phone: (617) 918-1282 
E-mail:tagliaferro.dean@epamail.epa.gov

 
 
PROJECT PERSONNEL 
 

Robert Unsworth 
Industrial Economics, Inc. 
2067 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140 
Phone: (617) 354-0074 
Fax: (617) 354-0463 
E-mail:unsworth@indecon.com

 

Patrick Field  
The Consensus Building Institute, Inc. 
131 Mt. Auburn Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
Phone: (617)492-1414 
Fax: (617) 1919 
E-mail:pfield@cbuilding.org

 

John Lortie 
Michael Chelminski 

Woodlot Alternatives, Inc. 
30 Park Drive 
Topsham, Maine 04086 
Phone: (207) 729-1199 
Fax: (207) 729-2715 
E-mail:jlortie@woodlotalt.com

 mchelminski@woodlotalt.com
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Appendix 3 
Public Outreach 

Newspapers and radio and television stations used for public announcements 
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Newspapers used for public outreach include: 

• Berkshire Eagle Pittsfield, MA 
• Berkshire Record, Great Barrington, MA 
• Pittsfield Gazette, Pittsfield , MA 
• Springfield Union, Springfield, MA 
• Republican, Springfield, MA 
• The Advocate, Williamstown, MA 
• The Advocate, Lenox, MA 
• Pennysaver, Lee, MA 
• Yankee Shopper, Pittsfield, MA 
• Shoppers Guide, Great Barrington 
• North Adams Transcript, North Adams 
• Lakeville Journal, Lakeville, Ct. 
• Litchfield County Times, Litchfield, CT 

 
Radio stations used for public outreach include: 

• WBEC 1420 AM Pittsfield 
• WAMQ 105.1 FM Great Barrington 
• WCFM 91.9 FM Williamstown 
• WNAW 1230 AM North Adams 
• WSBS 860 AM Great Barrington 
• WUPE, Pittsfield 
• WBEC , Pittsfield 
• WSBS Great Barrington 
• WBRK, Pittsfield 
• WAMC, Albany N.Y. 
• WAMQ, Great Barrington 
• WCFM, Williamstown 
• WNAW, North Adams 
• WKZE, Litchfield, CT 

 
Television stations used for public outreach include: 

• Channel 22, Springfield, MA 
• PCTV, Pittsfield 
• CTSB, Lee, Ma 
• WRGB, Albany 
• WNYT, Albany 
• News Channel 40, Springfield, MA 
• WTEN, Albany 

Natural Resource Trustees, Commonwealth of Massachusetts SubCouncil 
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