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BARRE — A small, shaded

stream that traverses the 50
acres of the Cook’s Canyon and
Williams Woods wildlife sanctu-
aries on South Street has been
freed of the impediment of an
aging concrete check dam.

The removal recently of the
upper dam on Galloway Brook
mnarks the fourth such project
completed by the state Depart-
ment of Fish and Game River-
ways’ river restoration pro-
gram.

And because the $35,000 pro-
ject was completed at the end of
June, aguaticlife has rebounded
much faster than anvone had an-
ticipated, Tim Purinton, River-
ways river restoration planner,
said vesterday. :

Whether a 30-foot, hundred-
year-old stone dam above the
gorge — for which the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society sanc-
tuary is named - i& remaved,
remains to be seen, according to
Stu Weinreb, director of capital
assets and planning at Massa-
chusetts Audubon.

That dam, capped in concrete,
once impounded a half-acre
pond that because of silt build-
up, has evolved into a wet
meadow with Galloway Brook
flowing through-it.

The water behind the stone
dasn is less than a foot deep.

Mr. Weinreb and Mr. Purin-
ton said the proiect at Cook’s
Canyon marks the first time a
conservation organization has
removed a dam atone of its prop-
erties to restore river habitat.

This is the third dam to be
completely dismantled state-
wide, and is among a handful
that were breached to facilitate
the passage of fish and other
aquatic species up and down the
stream.

Galloway Brook, which slows
to a trickle during summer
months, is a tributary of the
Prince River, whichinturn is a
tributary of the Ware River. The
Ware eventually becomes the
Chicopee River when it joins the
Quaboag and Swift rivers in the
Three Rivers village of Palmer.

Mr. Weinreb said Mass. Audu-
bon had considered removing

Aquatic species flourish in restored Barre habitat

¢1f you were fo go there
today, it would he
difficult to tell that a
dam was ever there.”

STU WEINREB"
MASS. AUDUBON

the dam, located an eighth of a
mile from South Streetf and the
“Cook’s Canyon” boulder, two
years ago, when the cost of the
work was estimated at $75,000.

He said this project incorpo-
rated a $20,000 grant from the
state Riverways program, the
agency’s technical assistance
and experience from previcus
dam removal-stream restora-
tion projects, $15,000 of the socie-
ty’smoney, and the assistance of
the Barre Conservation Com-
mission and the New England
Wildflower Society.

“We had a project that was
ready to go in that it had already
been designed by GEI Consuit-
ants of Winchester and permit-
ted by the local Conservation
Commission. Where we were
stuck was in the implementa-
tion of if, and the Riverways
grant proved to be not only
timely, but ultimately a win-win
gituation for everyone
involved,” Mr. Weinreb said.

T Ford Ce. of Georgetown was
general contractor, the Mass,
Aundubon official said, and
brought significant environ-
mental engineering expertise to
the project.

The company used an excava-
tor to dismantle the main siruc-
ture of the dam, a spillway adja-
cent to¢ the check dam where
flashboards could be put in to
raise the water level by as much
as 8feet, according to Mr. Purin-
ton. '

The excavator puiled §-foot
concrete slabs from the river
revealing piers of brick, stone
and granite that may well have
peen the foundation of an earlier
dam structure, and plers were

saved, as was the granite cap-
stone of the dam to build a
streamside bench. .

My, Weinreb noted that the
flashboards had been removed
many years ago to minimize any
safety hazard. He said the dam
had fallen into disrepair and
become a serious liability and
served no purpose other than to
hlock the passage of fish such as
dace, darters, and brook trout
from moving through the
stream te feed and spawn.

“The dam’s removal will
improve water guality in Gallo-
way Brook and restores up-
stream habitat by turning a
slow-moving impoundment
behind the dam back into a free-
flowing stream,” Mr. Weinreb
said.

Stephen Priichard, secretary
of the Massachusetis Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs,
described the project as vitally
important to the progress of
river restoration in the Com-
monwealth.

“This was the first dam to be
proactively dismantled after the
near failure of the privately
owned Whittenton Pond dam in
Taunton, and it serves as a re-
minder that usually the most
cost-effective and fish-friendly,
long-term solution for ailing
dams is their removal,” Mr.
Pritchard said.

David M. Peters, Fish and
Game commissioner, said, "We
are pleased to work with Mass.
Audubon, as the Deparfiment of
Fish and Game and our River-
ways Program look for creative
means and parinerships to pro-
mote better fish passage and
habitat restoration.”

The project was enhanced,
Mr. Weinreb said, by a stream-
bank vegetation plan coordi-
nated by staff at the New
England Wildfiower Society's
Nasami Farm. Dozens of native
plants such as elderberry and
blueberry Hne the new stream
course.

“If you were to go there today,
it would be difficuit to tell that a
dam was ever there. Looking at
the newly formed pools and rif
fles, it’s as if nature never mis-

sed a beat,” he said. .

Mr. Weinreb said the Barre
Conservation Commission was .
a significant and very helpful|
partner in the project with re-;
spect to the permitting for the |
extensive wetlands and stream .
makeover.





