



























































Sedgwick Reserve, LLC
22 Main Street, PO Box 418
Stockbridge, MA 01262

April 27, 2009

Massachusetts SubCouncil

Housatonic River Natural Resources Trustees
Clo Woodlot Alternatives, Inc.

30 Park Drive

Topsham, ME 04086-1737

Re: Proposal for Invasive Species Control in the Housatonic River Watershed
Dear SubCouncil,

On behalf of the Sedgwick family, | am writing to express our enthusiastic support for Native
Habitat Restoration’s proposal to control invasive species in the floodplain forests, lowland
forests and riparian buffer of the Housatonic River. This project will help conserve the
biodiversity of the Housatonic River watershed by restoring important community types through
the removal of invasive species.

The Sedgwick property, owned by Sedgwick Reserve, LLC, is under a conservation restriction to
the Trustees of Reservation. The Sedgwick family donated a CR on this historic 45 acre property
in 2003. The property contains more than 40 acres of ecologically significant floodplain forest
and fields and almost a mile of frontage on the Housatonic River and Konkapot Brook. This
project is critical to preserving the biodiversity found at this site.

We look forward to working in partnership with Native Habitat Restoration to restore floodplain
forests alpng the Housatonic River and to further restoration of the Housatonic River habitats.

e Schwa.rtz3 fart
Sedgwack Reserve, LLC




Jessica M. Toro

19 Cherry Hill Road
Stockbridge, MA 01262
{413) 298-0672
iessmtorofegmail . com

Professional Experience:

Native Habitat Restoration

PO Box 334
Stockbridge, MA 01262

Owner and Program Manager March 2009 - present

Duties include:

(]
(-]
@

Lead business operations and management.

Develop sales. _

Coordinate planning and implementation of ecological restoration strategies.

Project management, including developing grant applications, permits and ecological
monitoring for restoration projects.

Develop partnerships with municipal, state, and federal elected officials, staff, agency
personnel, and nonprofit organizations to fund and implement restoration and land
management projects.

The Nature Conservancy

Berkshire Taconic Landscape Program
404 LeGeyt Road, Sheffield, MA 01257

Conservation Program Managey Feb 1999 - present -

Duties include:

Assist the Berkshire Taconic Landscape (BTL) Program Director in the leadership of the
program and provide assistance to other TNC units in areas of core experiise- particularly
site conservation planning, restoration project design, and public funding.

Lead conservation planning for focal targets of BTIL. and other Conservancy sites.
Coordinate planning and implementation of ecological restoration strategies at
appropriate scales within the program area.

Project management, including developing grant applications, budgets and work plans for
restoration projects,

Supervise permanent staff, crew leaders, interns, volunteers and contractors.

Develop partnerships with municipal, state, and federal elected officials, staff, agency
personnel, and nonprofit organizations to fund and implement restoration and land
management projects,

Represent the Conservancy to a broad range of conservation interests within and outside
of the communities of the Program area. -



Jessica M. Toro 19 Cherry Hill Rd, Stockbridge, MA 01262 (413) 298-0672  jessmtoro@gmail.com

Carecer highlights:

o Designed & secured federal funding for Weed It Now, $1 miilion project that is treating
invasive plants over 9,000 acres of ecoregionally significant forest land held in both
oublic and private ownership on the Taconic Plateau.

e Secured $600K in public and private grants for wetland restoration throughout western
Massachusetts. Applied for $550K in additional funds for floodplain forest conservation
in Connecticut. '

¢ Designed and implemented wetland restoration projects, including planning for a
federally listed species.

Stockbridge Land Trust
PO Box 1063, Stockbridge, MA 01262

Executive Assistant to Peter Berle Jan 2001 — Aug 2004

Duties included:
e Administrative responsibilities.
s Board development.
e [actlitation of effective land protection, fundraising and community engagement to
achieve conservation and community development goals,
+  Oversight of communication materials developed by the Land Trust, including a
protected lands map.

e Implementation of the annual fundraising drive.
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10 acres of wetland and provided visual screening on an entrance into town.

Professional Affiliations and Volunteer Services
Board Member ~ Project Native

Board Member — Stockbridge Land Trust

Board Member ~ Laurel Hill Association

Education
1993 - 1997 Reed College Portland, OR

B.A. Biology - Combhined focus of biology and ecological anthropology.

Papers and Publications
Murray, F. (2001). Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Impacts on Hemlock Composition in Forest
Ecosystems, Internal Paper, The Nature Conservancy. April 6, 2001

Murray, F. (1997). Seedling emergence post-clearcutting in the Pacific Novthwest forests.
Unpublished BA Thesis. Reed College, Portland, OR



Sari L. Hoy

PO Box 1206
Sheffield, MA 012357
{413) 229-5950
sariflwr@hotmail.com

Professional Experience:

Native Habitat Restoration
PO Box 334
Stockbridge, MA 01262

Ovwner and Site Coovdinator/Herbicide Foreman March 2009 - present

Duties include;
e Manage field operations.
@  Project management, including developing budgets and work plans for restoratlon
projects.
Supervise staff and contractors.
Develop sales with private landowners.

Webster Ingersoll
1719 North Main Street
Sheffield, MA 01257

Plant Health Care Director _ April 2005 - present

Duties include:

¢ Sales to private landowners and conservation organizations
Foreman of field operations
Project management, including work plan and budget development
Integrated Pest Management planning and implementation
Organic land care service
Residential orchard management
Tree care

g & & @ o &

Career highhghts
Grew Plant Health Care department by $350,000
e Implemented invasive species control projects in two calcareous wetlands for the Nature
Conservancy.
e Performed invasive species control along Appalachain Trail for the Appalachain Trail
Conservancy.
e Planned and implemented habitat restoration for Salisbury Land Trust.



Sari L. Hoy P.O. Box 1206, Shefiield, MA 01257 {413} 229-5930 sariflwrigghotmail.com

Haupt Tree Company
PO Box 156, Sheffield, MA (01257

Field Operator July 2004 — April 2005

Duties inchuded:
® Integrated Pest Management.
»  Ornamental pruning.

Berkshire Begional Planning Commission
1 Fenn Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201

Intern : October 2003 —July 20604

Duties included:
s  Stormwater management and zoning by-laws
e Designed lakeside restoration

Professional Affiliations and Volunteer Services
NEWFS Plant Conservation Volunteer

Master Gardener ~ Brooklyn Botanical Gardens

NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Professional

Education
1982 - 1986  Scottish College of Textiles Galashiels, Scotland
B.A. inTextile Design

2002 - 2003  Conway School of Landscape Design Conway, MA
M.S. in Environmental Land Planning

Papers and Publications
Hoy, S. (2003). Open space and recreation plan for Town of Savay, MA. Town of Savoy.



PART D. ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS

Impact Narrative:

Environmental

Soil guality impacts: The removal of non-native, invasive species will improve the soil
quality by removing the adverse impacts that invasive species have on the pH and
nutrients in the soil.

Wetland quality and services: The wetlands associated with the Housatonic River will be
restored by the removal of invasive species, the improvement of wildlife habitat and the
opportunity for native species regeneration.

Diversity and abundance of terrestrial wildlife species: This project will improve the
habitat for the populations and diversity of wildlife using the riparian, floodplain forest
and lowland forest habitats. The improvement of floodplain forest habitat will benefit 6
rare and endangered plant species and 4 rare and endangered animal species. The
invasive species control in Kampoosa will benefit 23 rare and endangered plant, animal
and natural communities.

Diversity of plant communities: The removal of invasive species will restore the diversity
and abundance of native species and the associated habitats.

Crnntal
WJIJOLLAR

Impacts on local sense of community and well being: By removing invasive species and
restoring the natural habitats along the Mary Flynn Trail and the other publically
accessible areas, we will be enhancing land that the community cares deeply about and
eliminating any concern that has worried board members, neighbors and the community.

Impacts on public health or safety: This project will improve public health by removing
invasive species which studies have shown to have higher densities of lyme disease
. bearing ticks under their canopies than non-invaded areas.

Impacts on aesthetics: This effort will improve the enjoyment of these publically
accessible areas by allowing views to the Housatonic River and to other native plants.

Impacts on education: Workshops and other educational material will increase the
community’s awareness on the issue of invasive species and the importance of native
habitats in the Housatonic Watershed. Neighbors of the project sites will be invited to all
the workshops to promote additional invasive species control along the Housatonic River.

Impacts on recreational activity: All of these sites are publically accessible, This project
will benefit the public using these areas by restoring the habitat, enhancing the views, and
_improving the quality of the recreational experience.



Impacts on non-Tribal cultural sites: The Norman Rockwell Museum is a culturally
significant site visited by a world-wide audience. The Norman Rockwell Museum is
dedicated to education and art appreciation inspired by the legacy of Norman Rockwell.
Visitors and staff will benefit by the enhancement of the habitat along the Housatonic
River.

Impacts on local partnerships and collaborative efforts: This project will benefit local
partnerships by providing resources and project management expertise to perform
invasive species control on these sites.

Nuisance impacts: Minimal adverse impacts may occur as a result of some noise of the
brushcutters and chainsaws. The project will mitigate these impacts by cutting plant
material only during weekdays, from 9-4 pm.

Economie
Short-term commercial economic impacts of restoration action: This project will employ
20% of four short-term and [ong-term staff. It will also potentially employ an engineer to

complete the Wetland Protection Act filings.

Impacts on property values: Although the sites are currently protected, invasive species
control will improve the value of surrounding lands.

Impacts on recreational expenditures and related businesses: This effort will enhance the

recreational experience for the community and tourists, and may increase local revenue
from tourism.

Permits and Regulatory Review:

The following permits will be required:
¢ Notice of Intent, DEP/Conservation Commissions, not yet applied
o MESA permit, Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, not yet
applied for

The project is not likely to meet or exceed MEPA review thresholds.
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PART E. PROJECT BUDGET
Table 1. Housatonic River NRD Funding Allocation by State Fiscal Years

Salaries/Employee Benefits NRD Share $152,517.50
Salaries/Benefits include costs for the following staff positions:

Two full time employees will be working on project management, monitoring, outreach
and field site coordination for an estimated 2,337.5 hours at an approximate rate of $50
per hour. Work hours per fiscal year are estimated at: 476 year one, 1329.6 year two,
531.9 year three. '

Two short term employees will be working on invasive species control for an estimated
1,425.7 hours at an approximate rate ot $25 per hour. Work hours per fiscal year are
estimated at: 0 year one, 1256.4 year two, 169.3 year three.

Hourly wages listed above include payroll expenses, indirect costs, and employee
benefits for full-time employees.

Confracted Services ' NRD Share $5,000.00
Contracted services are planned in year one for an engineer to delineate wetlands and
riverfront for Notices of Intent for 5 properties. ‘

Supplies, Materials, and Equipment NRD Share $31,761.77

Supplies include herbicides, surfactants, colorants, safety equipment, tools, and
equipment rental. Equipment rental includes chainsaws, brushcutters, hedgetrimmer,
excavator and CAT 520. Costs per fiscal year (1 $100; 2™ $27,148.54; 3
$4,513.23) reflect higher amounts in year two since the largest portion of the treatment
will occur in that year.

Travel NRD Share $8,150.00

Travel includes distance from company shop to the six sites. Most of the travel will be

- between Sheffield and Stockbridge, MA. Travel estimates include 1 trip on a daily basis
to transport 1-4 employees to the work site; the bulk of the travel costs are planned for
year two.

Other (Permits) NRD Share $2,000.00
Other (permits) are for the filing fees for the 5 properties needing Notices of Intent.

Table 2. Project Budget Summary By Task and Funding Source

Bowker Woods
Total costs of $47,561.82 are estimated to include the following: salary/benefits $36,275;
supplies $7,836.82; travel $2,575; contracted services $625; other (permits) $250.



Mary Flynn
Total costs of $18,956.20 are estimated to include the following: salary/benefits $15,650;
supplies $1,556.20; travel $875; contracted services $625; other (permits) $250.

Robb’s Landing
Total costs of $§41,649.05 are estimated to include the following: salary/benefits $29,600;
supplies $6,949.05; travel $1,600; contracted services $2,500; other (permits) $1,000,

Kampoosa Bog
Total NRD costs of $25,845.64 are estimated to include the following: salary/benefits
$22,617.50; supplies $2,328.14; travel $900.

Norman Reoeckwell Museum
Total costs of $25,554.78 are estimated to include the following: salary/benefits $19,625;
supplies $4,204.78; travel $850; contracts $625; other (permits) $250.

Sedgwick Property
Total costs of $37,461.78 are estimated to include the following: salary/benefits $26,350;
supplies $8,886.78; travel $1,350, contracted services $625, other (permits) $250.

Outreach
Salary/benefits estimate for two workshops is $2,400.

Other Contributions

The Landowner Incentive Program and the Stockbridge Community Preservation Act
have committed $45,604.89 in cash for Phragmites control at Kampoosa Bog in the
Fiscal Year of 2010. Native Habitat Restoration has committed to donate the supervision
of 10 volunteer workdays throughout the entire project. This committed in-kind
contribution totals $4800 of staff time. This is cost share for the NRD funds.

Additional contributions will be sought from the Landowner Incentive Program for FY'11
and FY'12 for a combined total of $29,039.82,

Other funds needed for maintenance of the control efforts after the NRD project has
completed will be sought from the NRCS Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program.
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